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Clematis are a great color interest but can be fussy, so below are some great tips to keeping
them happy.

Exposure: Full sun with protection from strong winds.

Growing Preferences: Clematis prefer at least 6 hours of sunlight in an area of good airflow but
not gale force winds. The stems can be quite brittle so protect them from high traffic areas.
Roots prefer to be cool so either mulch with 2 to 3 inches of mulch or plant a perennial
companion to shade roots system. Prefers organically rich soil so top dress, fertilize and amend
accordingly.

Pruning:

Group A (Spring Blooming)- In early summer thin all damaged, dead, tangled or weak stems.
Then cut top back to the first set of healthy buds or cut back to fit area to prevent overgrowth,
but always make sure to prune back to a bud union. Flowers develop solely on previous years
growth. Bloom time is March-April.

Group B (Twice Flowering)- In early spring (Feb/March) thin out and remove weak, tangled or
damaged stems. Prune down to the highest pair of leaf buds. Do another tip back pruning after
spring blooms have faded to encourage growth of new fall flowers.

Flowers develop on previous year’s growth in spring and current year’s growth in fall. Bloom
time is May to June and September

Group C (Summer and Fall Flowering)- In early spring (Feb/March) cut all stems back to 12 to
18 inches from the ground with each cut slightly above a leaf bud union. Flowers develop on

current year’s growth. Bloom time is June to Late September to October depending on variety.

Group D (Perennial or Shrub Clematis)- In early spring simply cut to the ground.
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